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IT PR RE TT TLR TSE PE EELS TIE SEAS ENTE TI IEE ST EE TELS 
ECONOMIC EQUALITY. 


The exercise of irresponsible power, by whatever means, is 
tyranny, and should not be tolerated. The power which men 
irresponsibly exercise for their private ends, over individuals and 
communities, through superior wealth, is essentiaNy tyrannous, and 
as inconsistent with democratic principle and as offensive to self- 
respecting men as any form of political tyranny that was ever 
endured. As political equality is the remedy for political tyranny, 
so is economic equality the only way of putting an end to the 
economic tyranny exercised by the few over the many throngh 
superiority of wealth. The industrial system of a nation, like its 
political system, should be a government of the people, by the 
people, for the people. Until economic equality shall give a basis 
to political equality, the latter is but a sham. 


The secretary of the United States treasury has been au- 
thorized by a recent act of Congress to obtain designs for 
federal buildings by competition among architects at large. 
As the designs alone would cost at least $500, the chances 
are that many of the foremost men in this profession would 
not take the time and trouble to submit designs. The 


rivalry, also, would be unhealthy, even under the best con- 
ditions. We would.suggest that a better plan would be to 
select a board of architects chosen on their record to meet 
and mature designs, as the beautiful World’s Fair buildings 
were planned, the architects, however, being paid a stated 
sum for their services. This would be better for the pro- 
fession and better for the public. 


The National bank of Australasia makes the seventh out 
of the ten large Australian banks, which has failed within a 
few weeks. The cause is not difficult to find. Russia and 
Austria as well as England are in the world’s market as pur- 
chasers of gold. The withdrawal of gold from Australia 
decreased the volume of the currency and depressed values. 
The banks demanded more security for their loans and re- 
fused credits. This disturbed confidence and people began 
to withdraw their deposits. As a gold standard, with not 
gold enough to go round, requires popular confidence for 
undisturbed transaction of business, it follows that a panic 
at almost any time is possible. In other words, gold is no 
standard at all unless people believe in it. It is not in 
itself an honest measure of value. The government of Vic- 
toria has decided to gather all the private savings banks 
into one system ané attach them to the postal savings banks 
to be run by public officials. This marks the growing dis- 
trust of private banking institutions. 


The Facts and Causes of the Growth of Nationalism in the 
West. 

We reprint elsewhere portions of an article by Mr. F. B. 
Tracey in the May Forum, which we commend to our readers 
generally and especially to any who may have thought us 
over-sanguine in our frequent assertions as to the wholesale 
way in which the population of the trans-Mississippi states 
is coming over to nationalism. The fact that the writer is 
an opponent of nationalism and views its spread with deep 
alarm, makes his testimony the more conclusive. For those 
nationalists who by their attendance at the St. Louis or 
Omaha conventions or otherwise, have been brought in 
touch with Western sentiment, it will, however, need no 
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corroboration, Wher the history of this epoch shall come 
to be written, the account of the process of the conversion 
of the population of the far West to radical socialism will 
be one of its most inceresting chapters. It would be hard 
to suggest where a parallel is to be found for a moral and 
mental revolution, of consequences so far reaching, in 80 
brief a time, on the part of so great a population. 

To those especially who, having made some study of 
Muropean socialism, had expected the sucialistic revolution 
in this country to follow European lines, the phenomenon 
has seemed unaecountable. In Europe the modern social- 
istic movement has been proletarian in character ; it has its 
strength in the cities, among the wage-earners. The agri- 
cultural ¢lass has been almost invulnerable to its propa- 
ganda. 

Intelligentiy regarded, however, the fact that the Ameri- 
can revolution for social and industrial democracy has, con- 
trary to old world precedent, begun among the farmers and 
not among the artisans, is very easily to be explained. In 
Europe the artisans, the town laborers, are the most intelli- 
gent class of workers. It is therefore inevitable that new 
ideas should first appeal tothem, The agricultural class in 
all old word countries, on the other hand, is a peasantry, 
stupid and embruted in the extreme, the immemorial tools 
of priestcraft and toryism and the despair of reformers. 
Wholly different conditions exisc in America, While we 
would not say that the Americar. farmer is more intelligent 
than the American mechanic, he is certainly his peer, while 
on the other hand, the vast numbers in this class of work, 
aggregating the total of all other sorts of workers, provide 
a basis of fellowship giving extraordinary facilities for or- 
ganization and action for common ends. In the West this 
is especially true. Not only has the West been filled up by 
the most energetic and intelligent elements from the East, 
but agriculture has been the main and till of late the most 
honored and most profitable employment of its population. 

Under these circumstances when the screws of economic 
distress began to be put on and the many felt the yoke of 
the few closing about their necks, which class of the Ameri- 
can people was likely to lead the revolt? Was it likely to 
be the artisan as in Furope? No. For the same reason 
that it had to be the artisan in Europe it had to be the 
western farmer in America. 

But on the other hand, let us be thankful that the artisan 
and the city worker, are not likely in America to lag behind 
the agricultural class in the popular uprising, as in Europe 
the peasant lags behind the mechanic. ‘The western alliance- 
man and the eastern Knight of Labor and Trade Unionist 
are already found, and day by day more completely will be 
found, marching shoulder to shoulder in the common fight 
of the many against the few. 

Mr. Tracey apprehends a split and secession as between 
the western and the eastern states on account of a social- 
istic sentiment in the former which does not yet appear in 
the latter. He need not be distressed. If the sentiment 
does not yet appear in the East quite ase vidently as at the 
West, it is, among other reasons, on account of the greater 
delay necessarily incident to the work of organizing the 
workers in many different industries for common action, a8 
compared with the task of organizing workers in one occu- 
pation, We, however, assure Mr. Tracey that very encourag 
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ing progress is being made and that the next general election 
will show that there is no danger of the split he appre- 
hends. 

We mentioned the fact that Mr. Tracey writes as an 
opponent of nationalism, and deplores the state of western 
opinion which he so truthfully describes. It is a pity that 
he has not, seen fit to account for his position on this 
point. He says that “it is not within the limit and scope 
of this paper to discuss the merits of socialism or to point 
out the disasters which must result from a government of 
paternalism. ‘These disasters ought to be too well known 
to require extended exposition.” On the contrary we must 
beg to assure Mr. ‘Tracey that no proposition is in more 
urgent need of exposition than just this one which he shirks, 
It is precisely because nobody can make any argument that 
will hold water against the merits of nationalism as a whole 
or the various socialistic measures that lead up to it asa 
culmination, that the propaganda he deplores is going on su 
rapidly. . 

If Mr. Tracey can really furnish any even half-way reason 
why we should not immediately introduce nationalism, a 
reason we meat that wil] appeal to any class except railroad 
presidents, trust and syndicate managers, coal barons and 
corporation attorneys, he would fill an aching void by giv- 
ing it at once. But we fear he can furnish no such reason. 
He might as well indeed try to convince a hungry man that 
bread was unhealthy or a freezing man that fire and shelter 
were undermining to the constitution, as te try to prove to 
the average poor man and woman that nationalism with its 
pledge of brotherhood and equality is not good for them. 

Mr. Tracey’s theory as to the possibility of combating 
the spread of nationalism by education, indicates a refresh- 
ing innocence in keeping with his assumption that there 
are any valid arguments against nationalism. Why bless 
your heart, Mr. Tracey, there is nothing in the world that 
we nationalists want to promote so much as popular educa- 
tion upon just these points.. All we need is agitation and 


- ventilation, and the only thing we fear is “the conspiracy 


of silence,” though now matters have gone too far for that 
to be possible. The best terms we ask are for our antago- 
nists to meet us and our arguments on the forum, in the 
schools and in the press. No, Mr. Tracey, your suggestion 
of a campaign of education to resist nationalism, betrays 
ignorance of the moral and intellectual poverty of the cause 
you have too hastily undertaken to champion. ‘The one 
thing the present economic system which we attack cannot 
endure is discussion, and therefore it will perish, for discus- 
sion is here. 


Railroad Nationalization in England.- 


Nationalization of the railroads is coming to the front as 
a live issue in Great Britain also. ‘The freight rates 
charged by the British roads have long been more extor- 
tionate than even those of American lines. In response to 
public complaints that could no longer be put off, the last 
Parliament considered a scheme for the regulation of rates. 


The companies, however, pleaded that if Parliament would 


let them alone they would prepare a fair schedule, and 
they were permitted to do so. This schedule has just 
gone into operation and is fuund to be even more oppressive 
than the old ones. It is stated that under it the rate for 
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Treight from the nearest English city to London is more 
than from Minneapolis to London, and this is but an illus- 
tration of a system of extortion which even a Nebraska 
farmer never dreamed of. The new schedule has been in 
operation only a short time, but has already excited a 
universal popular outcay which seems certain to force the 
railroad regulation issue into practical politics at the 
present session. It is said that the ministry will not be 
able to refuse to bring in a bill for reducing rates as soon 
as the home rule bill has passed the Commons, and some 
of the measures already discussed by the radical press are 
more drastic than anything our Western Legislatures have 
yet attempted. Good for John Bull. 


The “ Actual Investment” and “Earning Capacity ” Theories 
Harmonized. 

It is probably safe to assume that public opinion is tend- 
ing with daily increasing force to favor the public conduct 
for the general benefit of a large class of municipal and 
interstate businesses which have hitherto been carried on for 
private profit by individuals and corporations, for ex- 
ample the municipal conduct of lighting, water-works and 
local transit, state management of forests, ete, and national 
ownership and operation of telegraphs, railroads and 
canals. Nationalism has become a practical question. 

Among the points raised by any proposition to sub- 
stitute public for private ownership and operation, one of 
the first and most important is the basis for estimating the 
rate at which the people should pay for the existing pri- 
vate plant. That is to say, if gas-works, railway or 
water-works are to be bought up by the local or n:tional 
government, what ought to be paid, and by what rule 
shall the sum be determined ? 

Suppose, for example, the city of Boston is going to buy 
up the Bay State gas syndicate’s property —sha:l it pay 
the four million dollars which represents, perhaps, what 
the owners of the company have expended on it, or shali 
the city pay 17 million dollars, which represents the total 
of watered securities upon which its extortions have 
enabled it to pay dividends? Shall the actual investment 
or the “earning capacity ” of the plant be the basis of 
estimate? This is a question which must arise more or 
less in the above form in almost all cases of public acquisi- 
tion of private or corporate property, and there is no 
point in the practical application of nationalism on which 
right and clear thinking is more important. 

In the case of the Boston gas syndicate, Mr. Dillaway, 
attorney for the corporation in the present investigation 
before a legislative committee, has met the assertion that 
the plant is worth but four million dollars because that is 
all that has been invested, by the assertion that the worth 
of it is based, not upon the investment, but upon the “earn- 
ing capacity,” and that-it is therefore worth the highest 
sum it can earn dividends on, without any regard to the 
amount invested. In support of this position he quoted 
the recent decision of the United States supreme court in 
the case of the Monongahela Navigation company vs. the 
United States. The government had condemned and taken 
a lock of the company under an act of Congress, which 
provided that only the actual value of the property should 
be paid, without regard to the value of the franchise of the 


corporation permitting it to collect tolls. It appeared that 
the property itself was of moderate value, but the profits 


}of the tolls great; and the company sueing for them, the 


supreme court decided that they should be taken into full 
consideration and allowed for, thus making the ‘earning 
capacity and not the amount of the investment the basis of 
estimating the valuation in this case. 

To what extent this decision would be applicable gener- 
ally to corporations operating businesses under legislative 
franchises, we do not discuss, but are rather interested in 
pointing out that there need be nothing necessarily alarm- 
ing to nationalists, even were it to prove generally appli- 
cable. Perhaps that is as easy an end as another to tackle 
the valuation problem by. What fixes the earning capacity 
of a business ? Naturally the rate of charges. Very good. 
The rates chargeable by monopolies holding their privileges 
by legislative franchise, are as a rule controllable by legis- 
lative action, and can be made “reasonable” by law. A 
“reasonable charge” is such a charge as yields not more 
than a fair average business remuneration on the actual 
investment, and to that point the Legislature may right- 
fully reduce it. As soon as the charge has been reduced 
to that point the “earning capacity” bugbear disappears, 
and the valuation of the property for acquisition by the 
public becomes, as it should have been always, its duplica- 
tion cost. 

For example the Monongahela Navigation company could 
only charge such rates as the Pennsylvania Legislature 
permitted. Had the Legislature done its duty in keeping 
those rates down to, say 6 or 8 per cent on the investiment, 
instead of letting them become extortionate, there would 
have been trouble about a settlement when the government 
took the lock. 

Just so likewise in Boston. If the Bay State gas syndi- 
cate earns dividends on four times its investment, it is 
because the Legislature has not done its duty. Leta statute 
be enacted reducing the rate per thousand to such a point 
as shall yield say eight ver cent devidends on the four mil- 
lion actual investment of the corporation and we shall have 
beautifully barmonized the “earning capacity ” with the 
“actual investment” theory. 

Does any one hesitate Jest so drastic a method may in- 
fringe justice ? Businesses not having franchises are ex- 
posed to competition and kept down thereby. Shall the 
people fare better at the hands of these ordinary business 
enterprises which owe them no gratitude in particular, than 
at the hands of monoplies which they especially guarantee 
and protect against competition? Surely there can be no 
two ways of thinking about this. 

A general law should be introduced in every Legislature 
for taking an assessment of the actual investment (exclu- 
sive of repairs) in every business enjoying a public fran- 
chise, and fixing the rates charged at a point calculated to 
yield not over 8 per cent on that investment. 
shall know “ where we are at.” 


Then we 


Rev. Dr. King Seconds the Sentiment of Hon. “John P. 
Robinson.”’ 


According to the Providence Telegram, the Rey. Dr. 
King, in a recent “talk” on “Christianity and Commun- 
ism” at the First Baptist church in that city used the 
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following expressions: “Mr. Bellamy’s book, dreamy and 
cloudy as it is, would create a system of imbeciles in the 
land. It was God’s intention that in the wise and discrim- 
inating use of wealth should be found one of the most 
helpful means of Christian character.” It will be interest- 
ing to compare with Mr. King’s teaching as to the helpful- 
ness of wealth toa Christian life, the doctrine of one Jesus 
Christ, to the effect that “It is easier for a camel to pass 
through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter 
into the kingdom of God.” 

In the Bigelow papers it is related that on a certain 
occasion somebody made ar awkward quotation from the 
New Testament, whereupon : 


John P. Robinson, he 
Said they didn’t know everything 
Down in Judee. 


Evidently Rev. Dr. King of Providence, R. I. agrees on 
this point with the Hon. John P. Robinson. 


THE YOUTH’S COMPANION LEAGUE. 


The Lyceum League of America which the Youth’s 
Companion is conducting with such marked success serves 
the very useful purpose of directing the minds of young 
debaters throughout the country toward subjects which are 
destined to confront them in the near future. The manual 
of the league is particularly happy in laying down rules and 
methods of debate which tend to put the special pleader in 
the background, and magnify the importance of honest 
conviction and clear reasoning. We transcribe specimen 
questions for debate given in the manual : 


Should municipal government be organized on the plan of a state 
government, or of a business corporation? 

Ought cities to own and operate the public lighting system? The 
street railway system? 

Ought cities to maintain municipal coal-yards to supply coal to the 
people at cost? 

Will profit-sharing benefit the capitalist? 

Is there a better method than the wages system for paying labor? 

Is co-operation practicable under the competitive system? 

Have strikes benefited labor? 

Should government regulate the number of hours making a day’s 
labor? 

Would an eight-hour day improve the real wages of labor? 

Are trusts and monopolies unjust? 

Ought trusts to be checked by law? 

Will trusts lead to socialism? 

Should all ‘‘natural monopolies’’ be in the hands of the people 
instead of corporations? 

Is the competitive system now beneficial to the people? 

Where woman is paid less than man for the same work, is her 
work equally efficient? 


We would suggest to young men interested in nationalism 
that it would be well to organize lyceums in this league and 
thus secure an arena for the discussion of questions like the 
above. The majority of the lyceums already in existence, 
we understand, are zomposed of people mature enough to 
give these questions serious consideration. We shall be 
pleased to pass over to the lyceum league department any 
requests for information regarding the management of one 
of these lyceums and also to furnish material for debate to 
any young man concerning nationalism and public conduct 
of business. 


We earnestly request our subscribers to look on their 
address label and to renew without delay if they wish to 
continue the paper. 


A VISION OF THE OLD AND NEW. 


?T was in the slumber of the night — 
That solemn time, that mystic state — 
When, from its loftiest signal height, 
My soul o’erlooked the realm of Fate, 
And read the writing on the wall, 
That prophesies of things to be 
And heard strange voices rise and fall 
Like murmurs from a distant sea. 


The world below me throbbed and rolled 
In all its glory, pride and shame 
Its lust for power, its greed for gold, 
Its flitting lights that man calls fame, — 
And from their long and deep repose, 
In memory and page sublime, 
The ancient races round me rose 
Like phantoms from the tombs of Time. 


I saw the Alpine torrents press 

To Tiber with their snow-white foam, 
And prowling in the wilderness 

The wolf that suckled infant Rome. 
But wilder than the mountain flood 

That plunged upon its downward way, 
And fiercer than the she-wolf’s brood, 

The soul of man went forth to slay. 


Kingdoms to quick existence sprang, 
Each thirsting for another’s gore, 
The din of wars incessant rang, 
And signs of hate each forehead wore. 
All nations bore the mark of Cain, 
And only knew the law of might; 
They lived and strove for selfish gain 
And perished like the dreams of night. 


I woke; and slept, and dreamed once more, — 
And from a continent’s white crest, 

I heard two oceans seethe and roar, 
Along vast lands by nature blest; 

All races mingled at my feet, 
With noise and strange confusion rife, 

And Old World projects — incomplete — 
Seemed maddened with a new-found life. 


The thirst for human blood had waned; 
But boldly seated on the throne, 
The grasping god of Mammon reigned, 
And claimed earth’s product for his own. 
He gathered all that toilers made, 
To fill his vaults with wealth untold. 
The sunlight, water, air and shade 
Paid tribute to his greed for gold. 


“He humbly paid his vows to God, 

While agents gathered rents and dues, 
He ruled the nation with a nod, 

And bribed the pulpit with the pews: 
Yet over all the regal form 

Of Freedom towered, unseen by him, 
And eagles poised above the storm 

That draped the far horizon’s rim. 
At length, the distant thunder spoke 

In deep and threatening accents; then 
The long roll of the earthquake woke 

From sleep a hundred million men. 


I woke; and slept aud dreamed again: 
A softened glory filled the air, 

The morning flooded land and main, 
And Peace was brooding everywhere 

From sea to sea the song was known 
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That only God’s own children know, 
Whose notes, by angel voices sown, 
Took root two thousand years ago. 


No more the wandering feet had need 
Of priestly guides to Paradise, 
And banished was the iron creed 
That measured God ky man’s devise; 
No more the high cathedral dome 
Was reared to tell His honors by; 
For Christ wes throned in every home, 
And shone from every human eye. 


No longer did the beast control 
And make the spirit desolate; 
No more the poor man’s struggling soul 
Sank down before the wheel of Fate; 
And pestilence could not draw near, 
Nor war and crime be felt or seen — 
As flames that lap the withered spear, 
Expire before the living green. 


And all of this shall come to pass — 
For God is Love, and Love shall reign, 
Though nations first dissolve like grass 
Before the fire that sweeps the plain; 
And men shall cease to lift their gaze 
To seek Him in the far-off blue, 
But live the Truth their lips now praise 
And in their lives His life renew. 


JAMES G. CLARK. 


“MENACING SOCIALISM IN THE WESTERN 
STATES.” 


Under the title at the head of this paper, Frank B. 
Tracey, a citizen of Omaha, Neb., sounds an alarm in the 
May Forum against “paternalism,” and calls upon the 
public to “roll back the tide of communism and repel the 
dangers which follow in its wake.” We reprint liberally 
from Mr. Tracey’s article, which will serve the double pur- 
pose of giving our readers an insight into the workings of 
a mind pledged to support the competitive system and, 
secondly, of affording our eastern friends another bit of 
testimony to the depth of the political revolution which is 
rolling over this country : 

“No intelligent man could sit in. that audience at the 
Joliseum building in the city of Omaha on July 4 last,” 
says Mr. Tracey, “and listen to the wild aad frenzied 
assaults upon the existing order of things, without a feel- 
ing of great alarm at the extent and intensity of the social 
lunacy there displayed. And when that furious and hys- 
terical arraignment of the present times, that incoherent 
intermingling of Jeremiah and Bellamy, the platform, was 
adopted, the cheers and yells which rose like a tornado 
from four thousand throats and raged without cessation for 
thirty-four minutes, during which women shrieked and 
wept, men embraced and kissed their neighbors, locked 
arms, marched back and forth, and leaped upon tables and 
chairs in the ecstasy of their delirium, — this dramatic and 
historical scene must have told every quiet, thoughtful wit- 
ness that there was something at the back of all this turmoil 
more than the failure of crops or the scarcity of ready cash. 
And all over the city during that summer week brooded the 
spectres of nationalism, socialism and general discontent. 

“Such a party could not have arisen without a deep- 

seated cause, It is not the writer’s purpose to portray the 


| West in a condition of voleanic socialistic fury, nor to 


create the impression that property and person are not 
entirely safe there. On the contrary, the West is peace- 
ful; it is in a degree happy and, on the surface, contented. 
Yet the observation of patent and multiplying facts during 
the last 10 years has proved only too clearly that the prin- 
ciples of socialism are already a part of the life of vast 
numbers of citizens of those states. In the minds of the 
people are the half-developed germs of pure socialism. and 
there is little hesitancy in voicing its doctrines. 

“The socialists of the West may be divided into three 
classes. First are the members of the people’s party, 
whose underlying principle is socialism, so recognized in 
its platform. The second class is composed of laboring, 
business and professional men, and farmers, who are in 
favor of government ownership of railways and other like 
monopolies, but who are not populists and are not aware of 
tha inevitable outcome of those ideas. They are as yet 
rather afraid of the word ‘socialist,’ but a little more 
time and thought along that line will place them in the 
third class. This class is composed of much the same sort 
of men as the second. Many of them are intelligent, edu- 
cated and prominent in business, society and the church. 
They are avowed paternalists and are not ashamed of their 
belief. There is no gingerly handling of the word ‘ pater- 
nalism.’ They freely advocate paternalism as a remedy 
for all the ills of the body politic. They are democrats, 
republicans or prohibitionists, but consider that holding 
socialistic doctrines in no way conficts with their party 
principles. These three classes constitute, in the deliberate 
and conservative judgment of the writer, a majority of the 
citizens of the West; and if the question of government 
ownership of railways were submitted to them today, the 
proposition would be carried by a handsome majority. 

“Tn Omaha, a typical Western city, there are more than 
2000 populists, comprising one eighth of the voters. But 
these 2000 do not by any means include all the socialists 
in Omaha. Debating clubs, during the last winter, decided 
the question of government and municipal ownership of 
so-called natural monopolies in the affirmative. The senti- 
ment is indorsed in the clubs and on the streets, and the 
press indirectly lends its voice to the demand. Here is a 
branch of the Christian Social union of England, composed 
almost wholly of members of the Anglican church. This 
union has been studying ‘ Social Aspects of Christianity,’ 
by Prof. Richard T, Ely, the founder of the American 
union ;—and the prevalent connection of socialistic ideas 
with Christianity is an interesting phase of the subject. 
Dean Gardiner, of Trinity Cathedral, is president of this 
union and all the other rectors of the city are members. 
Paternalism is not a necessary doctrine, but in some of its 
forms it is the belief of nearly every member. A promi- 
nent banker of Omaha said recently, ‘Yes, I believe in 
paternalism. I believe that a government should be ruled 
and constituted like a family.’ In the opinion of the 
Rev. John Williams, rector of St. Barnabas church and a 
man of earnestness and of practical ideas, ‘ Paternalism is 
the only relief for the present terrible social and moral 
conditions. This government will become paternalism 
unless it goes to the devil first.’ 

“Jn the rural districts and in the less educated quarters, 
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for apparent reasons, paternalism is much stronger. Copies 
of Looking Backward are in every community. Probably 
every village has at least one man who is a thorough 
nationalist, while hundreds of his neighbors are in sym” 
pathy with its principles. Observe the records of state 
Legislatures. Hendreds of bills are introduced 
into these Legislatures at every session which are ultra- 
socialistic in character. Western colleges are filled with 
the sentiment and their lyceums otten decide affirmativley 
socialistic propositions. The article on the Gothenburg 
licensing system in the December Forum has been widely 
read, copied into newspapers and discussed in the West 
with comments almost wholly favorable. Many cities of 
the West own their own water-works, some own their gas 
and eleetric-light works and many more are taking steps to 
acquire these works, together with the street railways. In 
no section of the country are trades unions so strong as in 
these western cities, and no business can be successfully 
conducted without their recognition. Co-operation is 
rapidly gaining ground in theory and practice, and there 
are even yet a few ‘grange’ stores surviving from the 
socialistic movements in the early seventies. 

“The members of the second and third classes of social- 


ists are not as yet insistent or demonstrative. With them 
it is more a hope and belief than a demand. They wish to 
reach the ends sought by a peaceful means. And while 


many of these men would demur if classed with. the popu- 
lists, the difference between them is simply in degree, and 
not in kind. This is the central fact which sheds a great 
light on the rise of the populists, who knew and know that 
joined to them in sympathy if not in name are thousands 
of their brother citizens. And it is this feeling which lay 
behind and was the impelling force of the Omaha conven- 
tion. These populists appreciate the fact that they are a 
few steps in advance of the others, that they differ only in 
being more logical, ane they believe that in a very short 
time these others will cross the narrow boundary lines and 
become of their party and name. It is the thorough and 
full understanding of this condition and these facts which 
furnishes to the student his gravest apprehensions of the 
future when the adherents of this socialism, with which 
the West is honeycombed, shall have pecane united, logical 
and therefore aggressive. 

“Tn searching for the cause of these conditions, the in- 
vestigator must recognize that they have been effected by 
some force, widespread in its action, of supreme power and 
of conceded authority. No one can deny that one 
of the great distinguishing features of the national legisla- 
tion of this generation has been its tendency toward the 
absorption of extraneous functions. More and more has 
government taken into its care affairs formerly controlled 
by private corporations and companies; more and more 
have the people been taught to look to the government for 
assistance, for support, for punishment upon their enemies, 
for the righting of individual wrongs. : 

“ach Congress has been more lavish and reckless in 
doling out the millions to feed the people by the erection 
of useless public buildings, by the creation of sinecures, by 
river and harbor wastefulness and by other schemes, every 
one of which has been an instant, distinct and direct 
preacher of the doctrines of socialism. And yet the chief 
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justice of the Iowa supreme court said to the writer only 
two years ago that in his judgment the United States gov- 
ernment ought to engage in more public works, improve 
the roads, build canals, and thus furnish employment to 
the thousands of idlers in this country and put a stop to 
this murmur of discontent. Think of such an astonishing 
socialistic statement from such a source ! 

“Having comprehended the social condition of the West, 
the reader can easily perceive how some immediate cause, 
some local circumstance, might become a match flung into 
a powder magazine, Farmers’ alliances were organized all 
over the West with the original aim of discussing measures 
beneficial to farmers: ./The alliances took on more and 
more the proportions of socialistic gatherings as they dis- 
cussed their poverty, and the obligation of government to 
aid them as it had done in the past. 

“ Nothing can so clearly illustrate the wane played by the 
government in propagating the seeds of socialism as the 
free-silver lunacy in the West. No stranger can compre- 
hend its extent. Every populist, nine tenths of the demo- 
crats and one half of the republicans are devoted to this 
heresy. There is not one democratic newspaper of impor- 
tance which is a bold advocate of honest money. There 
are not many republican papers of that sort. Every demo- 
cratic Congressman living West of the Missouri river is 
pledged to free silver. There is now not one eminent or 
noted democratic leader in the West, since J. Stirling 
Morton went into the cabinet, who combats this heresy 
openly. 

“In regard to the singie taxers, it might be well to correct, 
parenthetically, the idea that the growth of single tax sen- 
timent in the West has been connected with the socialist 
party. The connection is purely accidental. The ‘collapse 
of the boom’ inthe western cities chanced to occur about 
the same time as the birth of the populist party. There 
are many single-tax men in the West. It is claimed that 
there 2000 in Omaha alone. But they are confined to the 
cities, and the progress of the idea, in the West as else- 
where, is almost wholly due to the unwise boomiug of these 
cities by the excessive and unwarranted inflation of property 
values. An effort was made by the single-taxers to secure a 
recognition of their principles in the populist platform. 
Hamlin Garland came to Omaha for that purpose; but the 
convention was consistent and being thorough y communis- 
tic, could not indorse a scheme so purely individualistic. 

There are some believers in the single tax who are also 
in favor of governmental control of monopolies, but these 
men are usually those who are ready to accept any panacea 
for the hard times cast upon them by fortune or indolence, 
The single-tax movement is significant in comparison with 
the spread of socialism and arises largely from the just in- 
dignation of intelligent people because of the greed and 
selfishness of property-owners during ‘ boom’ periods. 

“Tt is not within thé limit and scope of this paper to dis- 
cuss the merits of soci«:: m or to point out the disasters 
which must attend a government of paternalism. These 
disasters ought to be too well known to require extended 
exposition. Every intelligent student must realize, how- 
ever, that unless the spread of socialism is checked, one of 
two conditions will certainly appear in time. One is the 
thorough paternalism of our government; the other is the 
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political separation of the West from the East. It would 
be idle to assert that there is now any sort of feeling of 
hostility in the West toward the East such as prevailed in 
the South toward the North in ante-bellum times. But a 
strong feeling of unfriendliness exists which will grow 
powerful enough in time to array the West against the Kast 
unless the East also shall become inoculated with the virus 
of paternalism.” 


DANGERS FROM RAILROAD CORPORA- 
TIONS. 


THE 


“Tf a dozen of railroads,” says the New York Voice, 
“ean secure the ownership of an industry so essential to 
civilization as the coal industry, can then crush out all or 
nearly all individual owners, can then restrict the produc- 
tion irrespective of the neecs of the people of a bounty 
furnished by Providence, and can combine to increase the 
price to an enormous degree, the question that stares the 
nineteenth century squarely in the face is this: What is to 
prevent the railroads from extending their operations in a 
similar manner to other important industries? Indeed 
they are doing so, for they are securing control in the same 
way otf the timber and iron lands. When they have se- 
cured possession of the coal, the timber and the iron 
inlustries, we see no obstacles which they can not under 
the present system overcome to their securing possession of 
the wheat fields and the cotton fields. In sober truth, 
what is to prevent the railroad corporations under present 
conditions, from gradually acquiring the virtual control of 
all the more important industries of the nation, the exact- 
ing a tribute upon the necessities of life limited only by 
the ability of the people to pay? Will some earnest 
student of the problem answer that question ? for we confess 
we can not. Some of our readers have thought the Voice 
was unduly radical and unduly swayed by popular clamor 
in advocating the public ownership of the railroads. But 
as surely as God lives and humanity suffers we can see no 
alternative to that in the not-distant future but ownership 
of the public by the railroads. ‘he industrial future of the 
conntry is most fatefully wrapped up in this question. 
Motley tells us that the Dutch republic was overthrown by 
the rapid consolidation of wealth in the hands of a few 
corporations, which became more powerful than the govern- 
ment itself. The American republic is no more exempt 
from physical and moral laws than the Dutch republic was. 
Already there are state Legislatures that are little else 
than mere puppets in the hands of railroad corporations. 
‘It is condition, not a theory, that confronts us,’ and as 
surely as cause precedes effect and effect follows cause 
there must come a radical change in the relations between 
the public and railroads or a radical change in the re- 


public.” 


A citizen of California: “I send 107 names embracing 
most of the leading professional and business men of our 
town for the government ownership of telegraph and tele- 
phone petition, including 7 lawyers, 35 merchants, 5 editors, 
2 ministers, 4 teachers, 4 physicians, 6 public officials, 19 
skilled mechanics, 12 ranchers. Only one person (a lawyer) 
expressed oppesition. The number of signatures obtained 
in this region would be limited only by the population.” 


CONCERNING NATIONALISM. 


THE CHURCHES AND THE NEW POLITICAL 
ECONOMY. 


The Recent Flurry in the Stock Market. 


Note and Comment. 


Reform Papers. 


The Church of the New Era was recently organized in 
Los Angeles, Cal., and we are informed that the society is 
rapidly growing. Rev. W. C. Bowman is the pastor, and, 
like Rev. A. Kent of Washington, D. C., he is making tke 
attempt to square political economy with religious prin- 
ciples. The Church of the New Era might properly be 
called the First Nationalist church of Los Angeles. Its 
members are nationalists who believe there must be a 
church as well as a state of the new era. They hold that 
“human welfare in the social state depends upon the 
wisdom, justice and righteousness of the law, and adminis- 
tration based on the principles of love, brotherhood and 
co-operation.” We do not expect to see the revival of true 
religion apparent inside of present church organizations 
die out, but along with it will come efforts like those at 
Washington and Los Angeles to abandon the old organiza- 
tions and start upon a broader basis. 

That there is a growing inclination to carry the essentials 
of religion into practical affairs goes without saying. The 
topics of discussiop at the meetings of ministers’ clubs 
show this plainly enough. The Central association of 
Congregational ministers in session at Topeka, Kan., the 
other day, discussed this question: “To which political 
party in the United States would Jesus Christ belong if 
he were a citizen?” It is unnecessary to add that the 
speeches of the ministers will not be reprinted by the 
campaign committees of the old parties for distribution as 
campaign literature. 

“ No politics in religion means no religion in polities,” is 
a remark recently made by Rev. J. M. Cruickshank of 
Glasgow, Scot., in reference to W. Herbert Hill’s new 
book entitled “The Political Economy of Jesus.” This 
book, by the way, reaches the conclusion that “the king- 
dom of heaven which Jesus lived to found on earth is 
equality in social conditions.” Economic equality as a 
necessary expression of true brotherhood is thus touched 
upon in an article contributed to the Boston Traveller, 
April 8, entitled “ Nearer than a Dream” : 

“The principle upon which nationalism rests is at least 
as old as Christianity. We are told that the early Christ- 
ians, when they comprehended the doctrine of the father- 
hood of God and the brotherhood of man, ‘held all things in 
common.’ That is, they expressed the doctrine of the kin- 
ship of the race in terms of property. Paul urged this 


common ownership upon the churches so that ‘ your abun- 
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dance may bea supply for their (other churches) wants, 
that their abundance, also, may be a supply for your 
wants; that there be an equality.’ The equality in prop- 
erty which was an essential part of the religion which 
Paul professed, has never been accepted by Christendom ; 
while its theological and sentimental side has been given 
great prominence. ‘The plain duty of men to love their 
neighbors as themselves has been largely confined to 
benevolent practices which cast a subtle reproach upon the 
poor and needy. Charity has been gradually debased to 
the questionable function of alms-giving. Nationalism is 
a palpable return to the economic test of human brother- 
hood which it has thus far pleased Christendom to ne- 


glect.” 


The financial world has been pretty thoroughly shaken 
up by the sudden decline in the market price of industrial 
securities, that is, the stock of trusts that are listed on the 
We are now told that Wall street is recover- 
ing itself. Sugar made a terrible plunge and some financial 
writers tell us that the trust is broken. 


exchanges. 


However, it is 
strong enough this week to advanve prices for refined 
sugar one fourth of a cent on ail grades. ° While the stock 
was kicking about the street speculators were quietly pick- 
ing it up, and the result will be that the business of sugar 
refining will come into the hands of a still smaller number 
of people. Let it be observed that whether it is peace or 
commotion in the exchanges, the price of sugar to the con- 
sumer gradually climbs higher. Such is the political 
econony of private competition. 

It will be observed that the flurry in the market was in 
industries which have become monopolized; that is, disaster 
and distress follow close on the heels of private monopoly. 
We cannot believe 
that intelligent men are ignorant of this, and it is signifi- 


But monopoly is unjust and despotic. 


cant that a paper like the New York Commercial Bulletin 
should recognize this fact at this critical period of our bis- 
tory. It begins an editorial with the remark that 
“Dreamers hke Mr. Bellamy tell us that such schemes as 
his have come to public favor wherever men have become 
sufficiently civilized and unselfish to give thought to their 
And 


declaration that “the best economists have taken the 


fellowmen.” its editorial closes with the flat 
broadest view of the relation existing between ethics and 
economics, and have recoguized the fact that man’s highest 
conception of duty involves the effort to advance the 


material welfare of men.” 
Reform Papers Multiplying. 


One of the encouraging signs of the times is the number 
of nationalist and populist papers springing up in various 
parts of the country. ‘The public is fast getting a taste for 
reform literature. Among the latest in the field is the 
Coming Nation, edited and owned by J. A, Wayland, 
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formerly editor of the Coming Crisis, Pueblo, Colo. The 
Coming Nation is published at Greensburg, Ind. It isa 
four-paged paper printed in large clear type and gives 
every evidence of becoming a power in the ranks of re- 
Mr. Wayland is a nationalist and people’s party 
man, a student of affairs and a vigorous writer. We trust 
the Coming Nation has come to stay. 

We notice also that J. Heron Foster, a Philadelphia 
nationalist, has started a little weekly called the Pennsyl- 
It is printed at 1312 Filbert street. 
Nationalism has secured a firm foothold in Philadelphia, 
and Mr. Foster’s paper will serve not only as a medium for 
local agitation, but will-give other states a notion of what 
is going on in that city. 


Note and Comment. 


The people’s party of Ohio holds its convention at 
Columbus, July 4 and 5 


The people’s party of Pennsylvania will hold a conven- 
tion at Williamsport, June 14. 


Plow and Hammer, Tiffin, O.: “The author of the 
famous force bill resigned his seat in Congress, A special 
election has just been held in the 7th Congressional district 
The contest was a 
hot one and resulted as follows: The democratic candidate 
received 9705 votes, the republican 9601 and the populist 
1051. The vote for the populist ticket in this district last 
fall was 339 votes. If Massachusetts keeps up that gait 
she will soon be counted with the people.” 


The Christian Union (New York): There should be an 
end to the cant of calling the gold dollar an “honest 
dollar.” When nation after nation permits a single class 
to manipulate its value in its own interest, it becomes a 
dishonest dollar. The conscience of the country demands 
that the public regulate the value of the unit, keeping in 
mind debtor as well as creditor. The ideal is that the 
unit of value should be kept as constant as the unit of 
weight. 


THE MOVEMENT GROWING. 


A paragrapher in the New England Farmer is moved to 
write: “The nationalist movement is growing, particulariy 
in Boston, and includes some of the brightest, brainiest 
men of the city. A meeting of a nationalists’ club brings 
one into the company of gentlemen whom he is both 
pleased and proud to know. With the present tendency to 
immense aggregations of capital, I often think we shall all 
be driven to become nationalists. In olden times, when 
the nation was full of small industries, there was a contest 
of man with man and the survival of the fittest was the 
result. This rule which controls in the lower orders of 
life is sometimes called cruel and unchristian when applied 
to man; but even that is better than the present order of 
things. For as I recently heard it stated, when one man 
has to stand up against one thousand, or one hundred or 
even ten, it is possible that the fittest will be the very cne 
who won’t survive,” 
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NATIONALISTIC DRIFT. 


{tems of Industrial, Political, Social and Commercial Intelli- 
gence indicating the approaching Breakup of the Present 
System and the Tendency through Business Combinations 
and Public Control of Industry toward Complete National 
Co-operation. 


Massachusetts. 


Waltham has now petitioned the state gas commissioner 
for a reduction in the price of gas. 


Méthuen has voted, 404 to 69, in favor of water-works 
built by the town, rather than by a private company. 


In commenting editorially upon the mayor’s proposition 
for a receivership for the Bay State gas company and 
municipal ownership of the plants if the several companies 
cannot agree upon a plan for honest reconstruction within 
six months, the Boston Herald says: What should be done, 
is to reconstruct the company or companies that supply 
Boston with gas upon a strong, honest basis, as Massa- 
chusetts corporations, or as one corporation, and, if this 
cannot be done, and the possessors of gas securities will 
not take part in the change, then the only course is to 
grant to the city, under proper conditions, the right to 
undertake the work of supplying its citizens with gas in 
the same way that it now supplies them with water. 


New York. 


Buffalo pays $127.75 per light per year for 1743 are 
lights of 2000 candle power. The city chemist has tested 
23 of them and finds that they average 786 candle power, 
39 3-10 per cent of what has been paid for. 


Illinois. 


The profits to Chicago from its water works for the last 
fiscal year was $1,389,854. 


At the annual convention of the International Associa- 
tion of Machinists held at Indianapolis the 3d inst., resolu- 
tions were adopted in favor of government ownership of 
telegraph and telephone lines. 


Indiana. 


The Municipal Reform league of Indianapolis is taking 
steps to start a paper. It will be opposed to all special 
privileges, and in favor of municipalization of natural 
monopolies. 


The street railway franchise of Indianapolis was recently 
sold by the city. The old company refused to put in a bid, 
claiming its charter was perpetual. The city is to receive 
10 per cent of the gross receipts for the first five years, 
12 1-2 for the second five years, 13 1-2 for the third and 
14 1-2 for the rest of the period. 


Oklahama, 


The Road Builder (Oklahama City): It is surprising the 
way nationalism is growing. A few days ago Indepen- 
deuce, Iowa, voted to build and operate its own electric 
light system by a majority of 527 in a total of 827 votes. 
The people are beginning to see the point. 


Michigan. 


The common council of Detroit has voted in favor of a 
municipal electric light plant. This was helped along by 


an attempt on the part of the manager of the private com- 
pany which now has a monopoly of the lighting, to bribe 
one of the aldermen to vote against city ownership. The 
alderman took the money, but turned it over to Mayor 
Pingree, and the latter produced it at a meeting of the 
board and stated how it came in his hands. It is charged 
that other members of the city government were bribed, 
and there is to be an investigation. 


West Virginia. 


A combination has been effected between the Davis Coal 
and Coke company, the H. G. Davis Coal company, the 
Davis-Elkins Coal and Coke company, the Henry Coal and 
Coke company and the Fairfax Coal and Coke company. 
The combine will be capitalized at three million dollars 
and controls 50,000 acres of coal land, with an output of 
one million tons a year. The companies interested have 
over 400 coke ovens. 

Washington. 


George W. Carey of Spokane, Wash.: “Of course ridi- 
cule will be heaped upon those who first advance the idea 
that money and competition are evils, and therefore un- 
necessary, but ridicule is not argument. Under national- 
ism there will be but one corporation, and that will be our 
country. Nothing is impossible for 65 millions of people 
to accomplish when they work together. A railroad can 
be built across the continent in 60 days when we become 
one corporation, or as soon as each county or township can 
build across its section.” 


Kansas. 


When the populists came into power in Kansas the gov- 
ernor removed Railway Commissioners Mitchell and An- 
thony. The latter refused to surrender their positions on 
the ground that their terms had not expired. The issue 
was carried to the supreme court, which has decided that 
the executive council had the right to remove Anthony and 
Mitchell. A populist and a fusion democrat have been ap- 
pointed railway commissioners. 


Free Press (Winfield): Say, have you noticed how 
rapidity city ownership of water and gas and electric light 
works as well as street railways is gaining ground ? 
Nationalism seems to be rapidly coming to the front, abuse 


it as we will. 
California. 


A memorial to Congress in favor of government owner- 
ship of railroads, passed the lower branch of the Legisla- 
ture with but one dissenting vote. 


Miscellaneous, 


At the Trans-Mississippi Congress held recently at 
Ogden, Uiah, the sentiment was practically unanimous in 
favor of the building of the Nicaraugua canal, and nearly 
as unanimous against government aid without government 
ownership. 


Another typewriter trust is being formed. It will be 
composed of the leading concerns that were not taken into 
the first trust, and includes the Hammond, Brooks, Wil- 
liams and Sholes machines. 


Foreign. 


The savings banks of Victoria, Australia, now in private 
hands, are to be united with the postal savings banks, and 
the government is to have full control of them. 


The city council of London has bought about four miles 
of tramways under the compulsory powers given by the 
original act of Parliament. The price paid was $630,000— 
$2,385,000 less than the private company claimed. 
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THE ARMED CAMP OF COMMERCE. 


Capital in Capital in Capital in Capital in 
ce. Millions ee Millions. — T7™sts. Millions, 1 7¥sts. Millions. 
Acid 2 Distilling and cattlefeeding 34 Mineral water 25 Shot 
Alcohol 5 Dressed beef and provi- Morocco leather z Smelters 25 
American corn harvesters 5 _ sion 100 Music publishing and in- Snath 1-2 
American wringer 1-2 Dye and chemical com- struments Spring bed and mattress 
Axe 15 bine 2 Naval stores combine 1 Soap 1-2 
Barbed wire 10 Electric supply 10 Nitro-glycerine Soda water apparatus 3 1-2 
Bleachery combine 10 Electrical combination No.2 2 Oatmeal 3 1-2 Sponge 1-2 
Biscuit and cracker I2 Envelope 5 Oil cloth 21-2 Standard oil 90 
Bituminous coal 15 Flint glass 8 Paint combine 2 Starch 10 
Bolt and nut 10 Flour mill Paper bag 2 Steel and iron 4 
Boiler 15 Forge companies Paper box 5 Steel rail 50 
Borax 2 Fork and hoe 1 Patent leather rs 5 Straw board 8 
Brass 10 Fruit jar 1 Pearl barley 3 Structural steel 5 
Broom 21-2 Fur combine 10 Pitch 10 Sugar refiners’ 75 
Brush 2 Galvanized iron and steel 2 Plate glass 8 Table glass and crockery 
Buckwheat 5 Gas [New York] 35 Plow Tin plate 
Butchers’ supply General electric 50 Pocket cutlery 2 Tissue paper 10 
Button 5 Glove 2 Pork combine 20 Tobacco 35 
Canned goods Gossamer rubber 12 Powder 11-2 Tombstone 
Canned meat and dressed Green glass 4 Preserved jelly m’f’g 12 Trunk 3 
beef Gypsum stucco mills Preservers’ combine 8 Tube 11 1-2 
Cash register 10 Harvester 11-2 Pulp 5 Turpentine 
Carbon candle 3 Hinge 1 Ribbon 18 Type-founders 9 
Cartridge 10 Hop 1-2 Rice 21-2 Umbrella 8 
Casket and burial goods 1 Hide dealers Rock salt 5 Vapor stove 1 
Castor oil 1-2 Illinois steel 6560 Rubber General shoe 2 Wall paper 38 
Cattle feeders indurated fibre 1-2 Rubber trust No. 2 7 Watch 30 
Celluloid 8 Iron and coal 10 Safe 21-2 Water-works {pumping ma- 
Cigarette 25 Iron league 60 Safe No. 2 5 chinery 
Colorado coal combine 20 Jute bagging Salt 1 Wheel 1 
Condensed milk 15 Label printing Sandstone 1 Whip 1-2 
Confectioners 2 Leather board 1-2 Sanitary ware 3 White granite 
Copper ingot 20 Lime 38 Sash, door and blind 11-2 White lead 30 
Cordage 15 Linseed oil 18 Saw 5 Window glass 20 
Crockery 15 Lithograph 11 1-2 School book 2 Wire 10 
Cotton duck 10 Locomotive tire 2 School furniture 15 Wire rod 
Cotton press 3 Lumber 2 School slate Wood screw 10 
Cotton seed oil 41 Manilla tissue 2 Screw Wool hat 1 1-2 
Cotton thread combine 7 Marble combine 20 Sewer pipe 2 Wrapping paper 1 
Cutlery 11-2 Match 71-2 Sheet copper 40 Wrought-iron pipe 
Cut nail Merchants’ steel 25 Sheet steel 2 Yellow pine 2 


Free competition has fostered the monopolization of industries to such an extent that the price of nearly every 
necessity of life is fixed by a private trust. We have taken the trouble to prepare a partial list of the more important 
private trusts built mainly on the ruin or surrender of small busiuesses. The item of capitalization is continually 
changing, as the stock usually increases as fast 2s new companies are taken into the combination. While our figures are 
in many cases estimated, they may be safely accepted as the approximate capitalization for the purposes of discussing 
the business situation. Several trusts we have not even attempted to estimate. Whether we look at the moral or the 
commercial side of the question, the disappearance of small industries is alarming. ‘Take the white lead trust, which is 
known on the stock exchange as the National Lead company. Its outstanding certificates aggregate 30 million dollars. 
In 1889 the trust controlled a majority of the stock in 31 companies, including the plant of three smelters and one re- 
finery for the production of pig lead. Over eight mlliions of the stock is water. There is probably not a company of 
the original 31 which is not the result of local combination and rivalry disastrous to small concerns. Tariff reduction 
tends to solidify rather than destroy the trust. Of the 4,047 recognized millionaires, only 1,125 won their fortunes in 
protected industries. 

Among the most dangerous combinations of the land is the Western Union Telegraph company. Upon it is based 
a daily newspaper monopoly which has had a tendency to lower the general tone of editorial discussion upon this 
subject. 

The New Nation is circulating a petition asking Congress to take over the telegraph and telephone and run it for 
the people. The spirit of reform now moving upon the waters is economic and practical in temper. The people’s party 
has made a record of a million votes as a starter. One demand in its platform is for the government ownership of the 
telegraph and telephone. Let every populist and reformer join the great company that will knock at the door of Con- 
gress next session to demand the public ownership of means of communication. Send for a petition, a copy of which we 
print below, and request all reform papers to reproduce ic in its columns : 


[Return to The New Nation, 13 Winter Street, Boston, Mass., by Nov. 1, 1893, at latest.] 
To THE HONORABLE SENATE AND HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES IN CONGRESS ASSEMBLED: 


Your petitioners, the undersigned citizens of the United States, residents of the State of - respectfully repre- 
sent that the telegraph service of this country has become a burdensome monopoly in the hands of a company extorting in charges more 
than twice as much as the people of other countries, favored with government lines, are obliged to pay, —a company that uses to the 
utmost its great capital to eradicate all fair competition, and exerts a banetul control over the press upon which the citizens are forced to 
rely for information. 

We also represent that on the expiring of the telephonic patents, now soon to occur, a similar monopoly in that method of trans- 
mitting intelligence is likely to be established, as grievous to the people as that of the telegraph. 

We therefore respectfully petition your honorable bodies to pass laws establishing a Government telegraph and telephone service. 


[When this sheet is full, paste on strong paper of equal width and continue signatures. ] 


NAME, STREET. TOWN. 


STATE, 
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DOES WORK EQUAL TO THE MOST 
EXPENSIVE MACHINES. 


SPEEDY! PRACTICAL! DURABLE! | 


Nu 


instru tion bs teeded for dts use, cmd speed fs 


WORLD gy g g WRITES 77 
TYPEWRITER $ { 5 CHARACTERS. 


The Typewriter Improvement Co, 
274 Post Office Square, Boston, Mass. 
164 La Salle Street, Chicago, TM, 


Wonderful Discovery !! 


Dr. Ransophier’s Electric 
is “a Magnetic Appliance, An in- 
Mam ra stant relief for all pain. 
i} ~ 


Can be applied to any part 
of the person easily ; never 
gets out of order. Stops 
headache in 2 minutes, re- 
lieves nervousness and pro- 
duces sleep, stops neu- 
ralgic pains: relieves Rheu- 
matism, Heart troubles, Sci- 
aticea, Kidney, Bladder and Liver ailments, 
can be helped or cured by this Magnetic appli- 
anee, Quiekens blood, renews Vigor far 
more effectively than any medecine to be taken 
internally; indorsed by eminent physicians, 
Sent to any part of the United States on re- 
Ceipt Of price, §2.09 

Deceriptive circular and agents’ terms sent 
napplication, Address, 


BOSTON MAGNETIC CO. 19 West Street, Boston. 


tae Sx 


SEMMES'’ 
Electric Hair 


Restorer. 


A vegetable tonie which has stood the 
test of prolonged trial at the hands of hun- 
dreds of the best experts, both physicians and 
chemists, in all chronic diseases of the human 
sealp, enring baldness, patehy baldness, fall- 
ing hair, dry or britte bair, dandruff, eczema 
ant all sealp diseases. Why Semmes EOL BR. 
is so popular: [t is composed absolutely of 
roots and herbs, itis an infatlible remedy for 
baldness, We are not afraid tosay: Analyze it 
If you tind one grain of lead or sulphur we 
will give you $1000, or if it fails to perform 
what we say it will. 

4% Winter st., Boston, Mass. 
Richmood, Va. 


Consul*ation Free by Dr. J. Semmes 
Call for testimonials of physicians, 


,San Francisco, Cal.— The Pacific 


THE NEW NATION. 


Are held as follows, and a)l persons inter- 
ested will be gladly welcomed at any of these 
meetings: — 


Baltimore. — Nationalist club of Baltimore 
meets Thursday evenings, & o'clock, 506 
Kast Baltimore street, Room 2. The public 
are cordially invited. 


Boston. — First Nationalist Club meets the 
second Wednesday of each month at FB. 
DeBlois Studio, 48 Winter street, 


Boston. - Second Nationalist will meet every 
Sunday evening in’ William Parkinan Hall, 
3 Boylston place, The public are cordially 
invited, 


Needham, Mass. -- Nationalist Club holds 
regular meetings the third Monday in every 
roonth. Additional meetings for outside 
work, as desired. FE. ?. Washburn, See. 


Philadelphia, Pa.— First Nationalist meets 
Ist. and 3d Friday evenings, at Earley’s hall, 
1321 Arch street, 


Club 
holds weckly Sunday evening propaganda 
meetings, at 9004 Market street. 


South Dakota. — Milbank Nationalist Club 
meets the second and fourth Saturday even- 
ings of cach month at the Review office. A 
cordial invitation extended to all to attend 
and participate in th: discussions. 


Altruist Meetings ar: held every Sunday 
at3 p.m., in Rooms 55, No. 2 N. 4th street, 
St. Louis, Mo., for lectures and free diseus- 
sion on all subjects relating to the welfare 
and improvement of socicty. All liberal 
and progressive men and women are invited, 
Seats free. 


CLIMAX AUTOMATIC CELLAR 
DRAINER, | 


A CHEAP / 
Reliable 
Remedy. 


water 


from 
{ 
Cellars, 
Wheel- 
| 
pits, etc. . 
to and carries” 
7 Seyset Poer 
HE te ae ae It Into the 
CLIMAX Gren es street or sewer. 


te | 
CAS MACHINE AND MIXER: 
STANDS AT THE HEAD, | 


Makee brilliant, smok«less. steady and 
very cheap gas for stores, churches, etc. 


Wri.e for Pamphiet.—— 
CLARENCE M. KEMP, Baltimore, Md. | 


& a hundred given for varities of old Calum 


bian stamps. Cut this advertisement out and 


12! Broad st.,f return to us with stamped envelope for par- 


ticulars. 


COLUMBIAN, 31-2 Bromfield St, Boston, Mass, W. H. MURSE, 2% Avery St. Ik 


.er without investing money. 
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UCTION 60. 


OWNE its 


N CONSTR 


SOLE 


OF 


Union’s Patent System of Sewage. 


Single Houses, Factories, Public Institutions, 


Towns and Cities provided with this most 
effective and money saving systems. 
Pooposals received and Estimates 
made in any part of the United 
States, Persons using Union 
Patents must receive from 
Agents Guarantee Cer- 

tificates from. Com- 


pany. 


113 Devonshire St. 
BOSTON, MASS. 


F. J. STARK, Treasurer. [Py (ke UNION, Engine. 


No trouble to answer inquiries. 


Room 7 


Write us for 
price delivered at your station if 


BUFFALO GLUTEN FEED 


isn’t kept on saie near you, 
It's peculiarly adapted for mileh cows, buta 
good fee] for all animals. 
Better than corm meal and costs no more. 
Is made at Buffalo and Peoria. 


CHAS. M. COX & CO., BOSTON, MASS. 


> 


Chamber of Commerce Building. 
5 


TO A FIRST CLASS 
AMATEUR PRINTER. 


“The Pennsylvania Nationwist ’’ has a neat 
little job office and a manin charge with plenty 
of work offering, They desire a young man 
to assist: one really devoted to the cause 
share of profits and a lodging room. Must be 
temperate and not smoke in office. Address, 


The Pennsylvania Nationalist Publishing Co. (Ltd.) 


Room 174. 1312 Filbert St., Phila., Pa 


wINCREASE YOUR INCOME 


i By practical business co-operation, with 


We also 
Address 
Secy. 400, The Beckman, Cleveland, ©. 


want active representatives. 


Send 10 cents for sample package. Beantit 


your Jamps for months with one package. 
Address, 
Magic Red, Box 88 Crawford, Il 


Wante 


Menand women tosointhe Altrufet Com- 
TOIT Whose mieten: ce {thelr 
property and labor, and dive and work toyetherina 


tutotea 


common home for their mutual enjoyment asst 
ance andsupportaslongasthesy live. Tite Array 
IsT. ita meoothly paper, will be sent free Addrese 


A. Longley, 2.N. 4th Street, Room 55, st. Louls, Mo. 


DOMESTIC Refrigerators. 


al) ti) S75 


COMMERCIAL Refrigerators 


420 ta 


ba 
a 
Trade solieite A from ot 
Slates, 


0 


Address, 
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BOOKS FOR THE TIMES. 


SOCIALISM FROM GENESIS TO REVELA- 
TION. 


By Rev. F. M. Sprague. 


$1.75. 


A WOMAN’S PHILOSOPHY OF LOVE 
By Caroline F. Corbin, author of ‘ His 
Marriage Vow,”’ ete. $1.50. 
IN HEALTH. THE RELATION OF THE 
SEXES 
By Dr, A. J. Ingersoll, with portrait of au- 
thor. $1.00. 
FIRST DAYS AMONGST THE CONTRA- 
BANDS 


By Elizabeth Hyde Botume. $1.25. 


A LOOK UPWARD: 
SPIRITUAL SCIENCE AND MENTAL HEAL-— 
ine By Susie C. Clark. $1.25. 
SPEECHES LECTURES AND LETTERS 


Of Wendell Phillips. First and second 
series, with portraits. Each volume sold 
separately. Price, per volume, Library edi- 
tion, $2.50; Beacon edition, $1.50 


THE LIFE AND TIMES OF WENDELL 
PHILLIPS 
By George Lowell Austin. 
and illustrations. $1.50 
LET HIM FIRST BE A MAN. 


Essays chiefly relating to Education and 
Culture By W. H. Venable, LL.D. $1.25. 


With portrait 


Laurence Gronlund’s Works. 
THE CO-OPERATIVE COMMONWEALTH: 


AN EXPOSITION OF MODERN SOCIALISM. 
Revised and enlarged edition. 


CA IRA! 
OR, DANTON IN THE FRENCH REVOLUTION. 


OUR DESTINY, 


THE INFLUENCE OF NATIONALISM ON 
MORALS AND RELIGION, 


Cloth, $1.00 each; Paper, 50 cents. 


QUABBIN. 


The story of a small town with outlooks 
upon Puritan life. By F. H. Underwood 
LL.D. Illustrated. $1.75. 


GOD’S IMAGE IN MAN. 


Some INTUITIVE PERCEPTIONS OF TRUTH 
By Henry Wood. Cloth, $1.00. 


EDWARD BURTON 


By Henry Wood. Cloth, $1.25; paper, 50 
cents. 


DREAMS OF THE DEAD 


By Edward Stanton. Introduction by 
Edward 8. Huntington. Cloth, $1.00; paper, 
50 cents. 


The above sent by mail upon receipt of price. 


Mllustrated Catalogs Free. 


LEE & SHEPARD. 10 Milk St., Boston, 


THE NEW NATION. 


TWO NEW BOOKS. 
Tools and the Man, 


A book of great importance and interest, 
discussing Property and Industry under the 
Christian Law, — including Labor, Compe- 
tition, Co-operation and Socialism, by Rev. 
author of 
Lord’s 
Prayer,” and ‘‘Who Wrote the Bible.’’ $1.25. 


Dr. WASHINGTON GLADDEN, 
‘‘ Applied Christianity,” ‘‘ The 


Socialism and the American Spirit. 


By NicHoLAS PAINE GitMAN. A fresh 
and interesting discussion by the author of 
‘¢ Profit-Sharing between Employer and Em- 
ployee,’’ of phases of socialism not often 
treated; it may be called *‘ The American 


Answer to Socialism.’? $1.50. 


Sold by Booksellers. Sent, postpaid, by 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN & CO., Boston. 


NEARER THAN A DREAM. 


An epitome of nationalism with objections 
stated and answered. 


Send stamp for sample copy. 


50 copies for $1.00. 
100 te 2.00. 
Address, 
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THE NEW NATION, 
13 Winter St., Boston. 


AN EXPOSITION OF NATIONALISM 


BY B. FRANKLIN HUNTER. 
SECOND EDITION. 


A comprehensive statement of the various 
phases of nationalism considered from the 
political, economic and ethical standpoints. 
Sixteen pages. 


5 cents per copy; $4 per hundred. 


Send orders to Miss Diana HiRscHLER, 
2026 Camac St., Philadelphia, Pa. 


The Gospel of Wealth. 


By ANDREW CARNEGIE. 


This pamphlet has had an enormous sale in 
England, and ought to be read and studied by 
every American, showing as it does the views 
of an American millionaire on the distribu- 
tion of wealth. It treats of: 


The problem of the administration of 
wealth. 

The man is more important than the money. 

Three modes of disposing of wealth. 

Nations should go further in this direction. 

The duty of the man of wealth, ete. 


387 pp. 8vo. Price by mail, 10 cents. 


JENKINS & McCOWAN, 
“224 Centre Street, New York. 


Free Reform Literature. 


——— () ——— 


Send your address on postal card for a bundle 


free by mail. 


J. A. WAYLAND, 
Greensburg, Ind. 


[May 13, 1893 


HAVE YOU READ THIS BOOK? 
Philip Meyer's Scheme. 


(A Story of Trades Unionism.) 


BY LUKE A. HEDD. 
Every Union Man should read it. 
Every Non-Union Man should read it. 
Every Employer should read it. 


Paper Cover, price 25 cents. 
OPINIONS OF THE PRESS: 


There is an undefinable something in its 
plot, if plot it may be called, that appeals to 
every wage-worker, and every wage-worker in 
the land should read it. In ‘‘ Looking Back- 
ward,’ Edward Bellamy has given th: world 
a better impulse. ‘‘ Philip Meyer’s Scheme ”’ 
tells in its peculiar way, a story that might be 
termed an introduction to Bellamy’s story. — 
Omaha World-Herald, Oct. 16, 1892. 

The author, evidently a practical worker, 
propounds a novel project for surmounting the 
chief difficulties in the problem of capital and 
labor. The characters are typical employers 
and workingmen.— Christian Herald, N. Y., 
Nov. 16, 1892. 

This is a novel with a purpose. and its pur- 
pose is to show how the problem of capital and 
labor may be solved without the violences that 
commonly attend tbe great social and polit- 
ical revolutions.— Twentieth Century, Dec. 8 
1892. 

If men who work for wages were to com- 
bine on the lines suggested in this book, there 
would be an end to the conflict between labor 
and certain phases of capital. It is an ideal 
scheme of co-operation.— John Habberton in 
Godey’s Magazine, Dec., 1892. 

Mr Hedd has not solved the labor question; 
but he is a clear thinker and has done some- 
thing in the direction of its solution. We have 
read the book and cheerfully commend it to 
the careful attention of every man who depends 
on the sweat of his brow for food and shelter. 
—N. Y. Herald, April 30, 1098. 


J. S. OGILVIE, Publisher, 57 Rose Street, N. Y. 


Populist Press and Populist People 
ATTENTION!! 


——()— —— 

The National Reform Press Association has 
made a contract under which the Western 
Newspaper Union will furnish from each of 
its ten offices, Plates and Ready-P.ints edited 
by W. S. Morgan, Sec. N. R. P. A., the matter 
contained in which is approved by Hon. H. E. 
Taubeneck, Chairman People’s Party National 
Committee, and is the only matter officially 
recommended by the National Reform Press 
Association. Four pages of populist matter 
weekly, if you want that much. Original edi- 
torial page, news of the movement, cartoons, 
etc. The National Reform Press Association 
having been asked to take charge of the busi- 
ness of the Independent Newspaper Co. (the 
furnishing of completely printed populist 
pages) has included that branch in its con- 
tract with the Western Newspaper Union and 
that house will hereafter supply from its Chi- 
cogo and St. Louis offices, completely printed 
local people’s party newspapers for localities 
otherwise unable to support populist papers. 

By this plan no capital or newspaper experi- 
euce is necessary for publishing a people’s 
party paper, and thus we hope to greatly 
strengthen the people’s press in every state. 
For prices, samples, etc. of plates and half- 
prints, address WESTERN NEWSPAPER 
UNION, Chicago, St. Louis, Dallas, Kansas 
City, Winfield, Denver, Omaha, Lincoln, Des 
Moines or Detriot, For samples, circulars and 
full particulars in regard to completely printed 
local populist papers, address WESTERN 
NEWSPAPER UNION, Chicago or St. Loius 


